
In honor of Mannie and Gladys Schneidmiller, their 
son, Gary gifted one million dollars to Hospice of 
North Idaho to further our mission. “The generosity of 
this family has been realized in the region for many 
years,” recalls Kim Ransier Executive Director. “We are 
proud to name the Hospice House, the ‘Schneidmiller 
House’ in honor of the philanthropic efforts of the 
Schneidmillers, and their living legacy.  Efforts are 
underway to create new signage for the property on 
Prairie Avenue, and create a place of honor for their 
portraits inside the House. 

 “I thought this investment 
was a perfect way to 
honor my parents.  I 
know without reservation 
that they would approve 
of my decision.” remarked 
Gary Schneidmiller. 

Mannie and Gladys were 
remarkable people who 
contributed greatly to 
our community. Manuel 
“Mannie” Schneidmiller 
passed away in 1997. 
His friends remember 
him as a kind man, easy 
to talk to, a gentleman 
and a visionary. 
Mannie graduated from 
Washington State College 
studying agronomy.  He 
served over 10 years in 
the Marine Corps earning 
a Bronze Star, Purple 
Heart and other medals for his wartime service in 

Saipan, Tinian, Tarawa and 
Okinawa. He retired as a Lt. 
Colonel.  Mannie married 
Gladys in January of 1946 
and then began a local 
farming business with his 
brother Elmer. 

Mannie’s bride of 51 years 
Gladys, was born into a 
hard-working farming family 
in northern Montana.  She 
attended Northwestern 
Business College and put 
her skills into the accounting 
side of the family business.  
She worked in the business 
for about 50 years while 

supporting Mannie’s 
various roles in civic 
leadership. 

“They understood
the importance of 
participation and to 
them good citizenship 
was not a choice but 
a responsibility,” said 
Gary. 

The Schneidmiller’s 
held successful 
businesses including Schneidmiller Brothers, 
Schneidmiller Land Company and Schneidmiller 
Partners.  They partnered with the Jacklin Seed 
Company and created the Plant Food Center in Post 
Falls. Gladys and the Schneidmiller brothers gifted land 
that would become Kootenai Health, Post Falls Center, 
and Prairie View Elementary School. 

“My parents lived lifetimes of enduring empathy 
for others.” said Gary. Mannie and Gladys received 
numerous honors including induction in to the Idaho 
Hall of Fame for philanthropy in 2016. They were 
recognized Benefactors of Washington State University 
and rarely missed a ‘Cougs’ football game.  They were 
awarded the Post Falls Chamber Presidential Award in 
1997.  Additionally, Gladys is on the Post Falls Chamber 
Heritage Hall of Fame for her lifetime of community 
service. She helped found and support the Kootenai 
Health Foundation, served educational endeavors with 
the Post Falls school board and 4-H, and founded a 
scholarship program.  She has been called a mentor by 
perfect example. 

Gary experienced Hospice of North Idaho services 
when his mother, Gladys, received hospice care in 
2015.  “Through personal experience with my mom, I 
observed the incredible sense of caring and concern 
that Hospice staff members and volunteers deliver to 
patients and families,” said Gary.  

Clearly, the two have signifi cantly infl uenced many 
people’s lives and in our community.  Gary commented 
that his parents “were committed to family, community 
and service which is exactly what Hospice is all 
about.  The people of Hospice are truly special and are 
deserving of our heartfelt thanks for the remarkable 
work they do.” 

The Schneidmiller’s generous donation was the 
largest gift to Hospice in our 35-years of service. 
Hospice is planning an unveiling of new signage 
for the “Schneidmiller House” later this fall. Anyone 
familiar with their legacy, or inspired by this family 
are encouraged to attend the unveiling. Stay tuned for 
event details.
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How did you get the nickname “The Chefi nator?” 

I started as a hospice aide fi ve 
years ago. I’ve always looked 
up to Hospice nurses, so I got 
my CNA and I’m now working 
on RN enrollment. Chefi nator is 
a hybrid of Chef and aide. They 
know I love every role I play!

What is the signifi cance of food?

Food is a very personal, 
spiritual, and unique. It builds 
relationships. It’s cultural.  Food 
is one of the ways we comfort 
each other. Family’s show their 
love with food and its one way 
to show we care. 

What is your goal as Chef?  

To make homemade food 
accessible to visitors so they 
can give their attention to their 
loved one. To put my heart into 
it, to meet the need at any time 
of night or day, each day of the 
year. About 150 visitors were 
at the Schneidmiller House for 
Thanksgiving last year.

Where do you fi nd inspiration?

Inspiration comes from cooking 
shows, new dishes I try, and 
food blogs because they’re 
passionate about the giving of 
yourself through food.  Sharing 
food feels vulnerable because 
it’s your art and everyone has a 
particular taste. 

What moment has been your 
most cherished at Hospice?

My favorite moment was when 
I was listening to a man’s 
testimony of his experiences at 
war. He needed a person to be 
present with those stories before 
he died. It has been an honor 
to be that person for him and 
others.  That’s what I like about 
Hospice; we connect with each 
other through compassion, we 
support each other by being who 
we are. 

“Thank you Chef and CNA 
Jen DeWolf for being YOU!”

Mannie and Elmer Schneidmiller 
Photo courtesy of Alix Karen 
Hayes and the Whitman County 
Library Rural Heritage project

Hospice House Named “Schneidmiller House” 
In honor of local philanthropic family

Getting to know 

Jennifer 
DeWolf: 

“The Chefi nator” 

Jennifer DeWolf, CNA (far right)
and Head Chef at the 
Schneidmiller House

Butternut Squash Soup

Ingredients
6 tablespoons chopped onion
4 tablespoons butter
6 cups butternut squash, peeled and cubed
3 cups chicken broth
1/8 teaspoon ground cayenne pepper
2 (8 ounce) packages cream cheese
Salt and pepper to taste

Directions
In a large pot, melt the butter. Add onion and 
cook until translucent. Add squash, cayenne 
pepper, and chicken broth. Bring to a simmer 
and cook until tender, about 20 minutes. 
Puree squash and cream cheese in a blender 
or food processor in batches until smooth. 
Return to saucepan, and heat through. Do not 
bring it back to a boil. Season with salt and 
pepper to taste.
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Fun-Raising with Friends
This summer local groups had some fun organizing golf tournaments 
that benefi t our programs and further our mission to serve. Generous 
contributors help us further our mission and serve those who cannot 
pay for these services. Here are just a few of those contributors: 

Hayden Lake Eagles
Hayden Lake Eagles #4080 is a longtime supporter of Hospice of North 
Idaho and our non-profi t mission. This year they raised a record of 
$15,000 from their 15th annual golf tournament. Over the last 4-years 
they have donated nearly $70,000 which has directly benefi tted our 
children’s grief and bereavement programs and covered end of life 
care.

Twin Lakes Village Member Services
This fun group from Twin Lakes Village organized a golf tournament to 
rally support for medication delivery systems, specialized beds for the 
Schneidmiller House and other needed equipment. The contribution 
was $7,200! Over the years, their contribution of $32,438 has helped 
ensure that medical equipment needs are supported.

Many civic organizations, local businesses, students and individuals 
make heartfelt contributions. We are very grateful for the support of 
community members who, like us, believe in our mission to serve. If 
you or your organization would like to help support our community-
based mission please contact us.

The Hayden Eagles raised $13,500 during the 15th Annual Hospice Hayden Eagles Charity Golf 
Tournament and donated the funds to Hospice of North Idaho.

Why I’m a Bereavement Coordinator
by Kaylee Kron

Hello all! My name is Kaylee Kron and I am the new Bereavement 
Coordinator. I am creating a Bereavement program for those of us 
who have been touched by loss. My intent is that our gatherings 
will feel safe for everyone to talk about grief, frustration, healing, 
and the internal change we experience when someone we love 
has passed. 

The most important thing I can convey about our program is that 
support is available. It is free, safe, productive, educational and 
accessible. I believe that grief does not adhere to a set time frame, 
and there is no “getting over” the loss. I believe in learning to 

integrate loss into life in a way that moves us forward in a purposeful way.

My passion for this work began several years ago.  Shortly before I applied to the Master’s 
program through Boise State University, my family and I lost the patriarch of our family, the glue 
that held us together, my grandfather. 

It was months after my beloved grandfather passed away that I truly began to understand the 
need for quality bereavement work. The initial shock of his illness and death were supported by 
several phone calls, visits and letters from friends. After support began to dwindle, grief surfaced. 
My family felt as if there was no one to talk to. I know now that no one needs to be alone in grief. 

This experience and my indescribable desire to make the patriarch of our family proud, pulled 
me toward a master’s degree in Social Work.  I have felt the pull to work with the bereaved, 
particularly alongside Hospice of North Idaho for a long time. I am happy to have found myself 
exactly where I think I was always meant to be, and I couldn’t be happier. 

Throughout the year, we have several programs for all ages including a grief group for kids and 
teens, our Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony, and the adult grief group. Anyone grieving the loss of 
a loved one can attend, whether their loved one was facilitated through Hospice or not. I would be 
happy to talk with anyone interested to hear more about these free programs.

Peggy Burkholder, 

25 Years of Service
Peggy Burkholder, 25-Years of Service Hospice 
of North Idaho celebrates Peggy Burkholder’s 
25-year employment anniversary! Peggy’s 
background at Hospice of North Idaho includes 
social work as bereavement Coordinator, 
crisis on-call response and admitting. Peggy is 
fueled by her inspiration to make a difference. 
Many of Peggy’s fondest memories began as 
a bereavement coordinator for child and adult 
grief groups. “Many of our attendees form 
lifelong friendships. They support each other in 
fi nding new purpose and become advocates for 
each other. For me, that’s what it’s about.”

As a 25-year employee of Hospice of North 
Idaho, Peggy reinforces the importance 
of selfcare. She enjoys spending time with 
her family, hiking, and playing with her 
grandchildren. “My husband knows how much 
Hospice means to me. He has been my best 
support through the years.” Thank you Peggy 
and your family for all you do for Hospice of 
North Idaho!

The Hayden Eagles raised $13,500 during the 15th Annual Hospice Hayden Eagles Charity Golf 

Peggy Burkholder, 

Volunteer Highlight: Linda Guthmiller 
warmly welcomes visitors at the 
Schneidmiller House. Since 2012 Linda 
has helped patients’ visitors feel at home.  
Visitors are welcomed to use the House’s 
large family kitchen, children’s game 
room, meditation room, and outdoor 
walking path.  The Schneidmiller House 
offers families rest to be with their loved 
ones during these precious moments. “I 
like to help in any way I can. It means a 
lot to me.” ~Linda Guthmiller

My Hospice Story
We recently received a letter from a family whose mother 
passed away at the Schneidmiller House. We received their 
permission to share their story:

September 29th, 2016

Dear Hospice House, 

A couple of years ago our mother was brought into 
your facility in the last stages of her life. This was a very 
diffi cult time for her and all her children. There are six 
of us, and I am writing this letter to express how in this 
very diffi cult time your staff made things so comforting 
for our mother and all her children and their families. 

I know you have quite a few people coming 
through your doors and have a very busy schedule 
going on most of the time. Without people such 

as those working at your Hospice House this time would 
have been unbearable in many ways. Our mother was a 
very special person in our lives. She raised us to be very 
conscious of the good things in this life, and the good 
people we all come by daily. 

I know you probably heard a lot of stories from a lot of folks 
and I am sure they are all very touching in a lot of ways but 
the story of our mom, Jean Elizabeth Cochran is a very special 
and dear one in all our hearts and souls. 

Jean Elizabeth Cochran raised six children who grew up to love 
her so much, not having her in this world anymore is a hard 
thing to believe and accept. People come and go in all our 
lives so much that when a special person like our mom comes 
around sometimes it’s easy to not notice the small things they 
do for us or the people around us. I know people will think I’m 
being partial because she was my mother, but I have gone to 
many corners of this world through my life and have met few 
who could have fi lled her shoes. She was truly a special soul 
on earth. 

I won’t go on and on but hopefully if anyone reads this short 
letter I pray they never take their parents for granted and 
realize what a truly special gift they are to us all. Please accept 
this donation in our mother’s name for the peace she was able 
to experience in the last days of her life.

Sincerely, The Children of Jean Elizabeth Cochran. 

“An immeasurable bond that transcends life itself, there is no greater 
love than that between mother and child.” – unknown

JAKE PARRISH/Press
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Hospice of North Idaho 
Five thousand dollars

Donation for Kindness Loving Husband of 70 Years

5,000

Hospice of North Idaho 
received a check with the 
dedication line, “Donation 
for Kindness.” Kim Ransier, 
Executive Director affi rmed,  
“This sums up who we are 
more than anything else. This 
is what we’re about!”

• Shop at our Thrift Stores
 Post Falls
 503 E Seltice Way #F

 Coeur d’Alene
 1823 N 4th Street

• Naming Opportunities:
 Honor a loved one or show 

your personal support 
by selecting a naming 
opportunity. 

• Donate or sew a sturdy quilt. 
Ask us about sizing and 
stitching requirements.  

• Online at: 
hospiceofnorthidaho.org 
Secure, easy, electronic 
donation source!

Many Ways to Give

February 4, 
2017: 

“Never Say 
Never” 

permission to share their story:

September 29th, 2016

Dear Hospice House, 

A couple of years ago our mother was brought into 
your facility in the last stages of her life. This was a very 
diffi cult time for her and all her children. There are six 
of us, and I am writing this letter to express how in this 
very diffi cult time your staff made things so comforting 
for our mother and all her children and their families. 

I know you have quite a few people coming 
through your doors and have a very busy schedule 
going on most of the time. Without people such 

as those working at your Hospice House this time would 

your facility in the last stages of her life. This was a very 

How Hospice Began
Hospice is termed after “hospitality,” 
which means to give rest and shelter 
to another person in need.  The 
founder of hospice, Ms. Dame Cicely 
Saunders began her work with the 
terminally ill in 1948. She went 
on to create the fi rst hospice in a 
residential, London suburb. Since that 
time, hospice has increased in public 
awareness, established national 
standards of care, allowed eligibility 
for coverage under Medicare, and 
spoke for hospice coverage being 
added to veterans benefi t packages.  
Continued efforts are made to share 
the hospice mission and services 
globally. 

Hospice of North Idaho began in 1981 
with a small grant, many volunteers, 
and very determined community.  
Hospice provides one-on-one, 
professional care for individuals in 
their home, in the hospital, or at the 
Hospice House regardless of their 
ability to pay. We offer a full spectrum 
of services for families and for every 
age of individual.  Kim Ransier, 
Executive Director explains, “It’s a 
holistic approach in that way.” 

Palliative Care: The 
Signifi cant Difference it 
Makes 
Anyone diagnosed with a 
terminal illness can fi nd support 
with palliative care. Our expert 
palliative care nurse, Peggy 
Hodge LPN, CHPLN serves 
all those needing additional 
information, resources and 
assistance during this time. 
Palliative care begins the 
conversation about an individual’s 
wishes for their quality of life 
moving forward.  “A huge part 
of my job is empowering people 
to choose the quality of life 
they want to have, and helping 
them achieve that goal. We are 
an advocate, a teacher and a 
support” explains Peggy. Palliative 
care is specialized to meet the 
needs of the individual before 
traditional end-of-life hospice care 
is needed. 

Doctors may talk to their patients 
about advanced directives 
which is the early conversation 

about their wishes.  An individual who requests our 
palliative care services would have detailed follow 
up conversation with us. Oftentimes we are either 
referred by doctors after diagnosis or after visits to 
the emergency room. “We may see patients after 
frequent hospitalizations, and after people have 
reached their limit for what treatment can provide.”  
describes Peggy. 

Patients are encouraged to be candid when 
communicating their wishes, their pain tolerance, 
their plan of care, and their choices. Peggy describes 
that “we are an advocate for our patient’s wishes. 
We will listen and empower them to make a choice 
that is right for them.” We provide information and 
additional resources like power of attorney and living 
will options, although we do not give legal advice.

Individuals typically ask questions about their 
transition from palliative care into hospice services 
for end-of-life care. We can help answer those 
questions and ease the transition. Peggy has worked 
for Hospice of North Idaho for 6 years, and has a 
heart of service for palliative care.

Pearls from Peggy:  

• Be at ease: you are not your disease. 
• Be candid about how you’re feeling and what you 

need. 
• Reserve the right to choose a quality of life that 

suits you.

November is Hospice and Palliative Care Month!November is Hospice and Palliative Care Month!November is Hospice and Palliative Care Month!

• Designate the charity of 
your choice with your Fred 
Meyer Rewards Card.  Visit 
https://www.fredmeyer.
com/topic/community-
rewards-4

Events
 December 7th, 2017 in 

Coeur d’Alene December 
8th in Kellogg: Tree Lighting 
Ceremony honoring those 
we have lost.  

 February 4th, 2017: 32nd 
Annual Hospice Wine Taste 
and trip raffl e to Monte 
Carlo and the French Riviera. 
Event and raffl e tickets at 
www.HospiceWineTaste.org
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Hello all! My name is Kaylee Kron and I am the new Bereavement 
Coordinator. I am creating a Bereavement program for those of us 
who have been touched by loss. My intent is that our gatherings 
will feel safe for everyone to talk about grief, frustration, healing, 
and the internal change we experience when someone we love 
has passed. 

The most important thing I can convey about our program is that 
support is available. It is free, safe, productive, educational and 
accessible. I believe that grief does not adhere to a set time frame, 
and there is no “getting over” the loss. I believe in learning to 

integrate loss into life in a way that moves us forward in a purposeful way.

My passion for this work began several years ago.  Shortly before I applied to the Master’s 
program through Boise State University, my family and I lost the patriarch of our family, the glue 
that held us together, my grandfather. 

It was months after my beloved grandfather passed away that I truly began to understand the 
need for quality bereavement work. The initial shock of his illness and death were supported by 
several phone calls, visits and letters from friends. After support began to dwindle, grief surfaced. 
My family felt as if there was no one to talk to. I know now that no one needs to be alone in grief. 

This experience and my indescribable desire to make the patriarch of our family proud, pulled 
me toward a master’s degree in Social Work.  I have felt the pull to work with the bereaved, 
particularly alongside Hospice of North Idaho for a long time. I am happy to have found myself 
exactly where I think I was always meant to be, and I couldn’t be happier. 

Throughout the year, we have several programs for all ages including a grief group for kids and 
teens, our Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony, and the adult grief group. Anyone grieving the loss of 
a loved one can attend, whether their loved one was facilitated through Hospice or not. I would be 
happy to talk with anyone interested to hear more about these free programs.
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Peggy Burkholder, 25-Years of Service Hospice 
of North Idaho celebrates Peggy Burkholder’s 
25-year employment anniversary! Peggy’s 
background at Hospice of North Idaho includes 
social work as bereavement Coordinator, 
crisis on-call response and admitting. Peggy is 
fueled by her inspiration to make a difference. 
Many of Peggy’s fondest memories began as 
a bereavement coordinator for child and adult 
grief groups. “Many of our attendees form 
lifelong friendships. They support each other in 
fi nding new purpose and become advocates for 
each other. For me, that’s what it’s about.”

As a 25-year employee of Hospice of North 
Idaho, Peggy reinforces the importance 
of selfcare. She enjoys spending time with 
her family, hiking, and playing with her 
grandchildren. “My husband knows how much 
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support through the years.” Thank you Peggy 
and your family for all you do for Hospice of 
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passed away at the Schneidmiller House. We received their 
permission to share their story:

September 29th, 2016

Dear Hospice House, 

A couple of years ago our mother was brought into 
your facility in the last stages of her life. This was a very 
diffi cult time for her and all her children. There are six 
of us, and I am writing this letter to express how in this 
very diffi cult time your staff made things so comforting 
for our mother and all her children and their families. 

I know you have quite a few people coming 
through your doors and have a very busy schedule 
going on most of the time. Without people such 

as those working at your Hospice House this time would 
have been unbearable in many ways. Our mother was a 
very special person in our lives. She raised us to be very 
conscious of the good things in this life, and the good 
people we all come by daily. 

I know you probably heard a lot of stories from a lot of folks 
and I am sure they are all very touching in a lot of ways but 
the story of our mom, Jean Elizabeth Cochran is a very special 
and dear one in all our hearts and souls. 

Jean Elizabeth Cochran raised six children who grew up to love 
her so much, not having her in this world anymore is a hard 
thing to believe and accept. People come and go in all our 
lives so much that when a special person like our mom comes 
around sometimes it’s easy to not notice the small things they 
do for us or the people around us. I know people will think I’m 
being partial because she was my mother, but I have gone to 
many corners of this world through my life and have met few 
who could have fi lled her shoes. She was truly a special soul 
on earth. 

I won’t go on and on but hopefully if anyone reads this short 
letter I pray they never take their parents for granted and 
realize what a truly special gift they are to us all. Please accept 
this donation in our mother’s name for the peace she was able 
to experience in the last days of her life.
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the hospice mission and services 
globally. 

Hospice of North Idaho began in 1981 
with a small grant, many volunteers, 
and very determined community.  
Hospice provides one-on-one, 
professional care for individuals in 
their home, in the hospital, or at the 
Hospice House regardless of their 
ability to pay. We offer a full spectrum 
of services for families and for every 
age of individual.  Kim Ransier, 
Executive Director explains, “It’s a 
holistic approach in that way.” 

Palliative Care: The 
Signifi cant Difference it 
Makes 
Anyone diagnosed with a 
terminal illness can fi nd support 
with palliative care. Our expert 
palliative care nurse, Peggy 
Hodge LPN, CHPLN serves 
all those needing additional 
information, resources and 
assistance during this time. 
Palliative care begins the 
conversation about an individual’s 
wishes for their quality of life 
moving forward.  “A huge part 
of my job is empowering people 
to choose the quality of life 
they want to have, and helping 
them achieve that goal. We are 
an advocate, a teacher and a 
support” explains Peggy. Palliative 
care is specialized to meet the 
needs of the individual before 
traditional end-of-life hospice care 
is needed. 

Doctors may talk to their patients 
about advanced directives 
which is the early conversation 

about their wishes.  An individual who requests our 
palliative care services would have detailed follow 
up conversation with us. Oftentimes we are either 
referred by doctors after diagnosis or after visits to 
the emergency room. “We may see patients after 
frequent hospitalizations, and after people have 
reached their limit for what treatment can provide.”  
describes Peggy. 

Patients are encouraged to be candid when 
communicating their wishes, their pain tolerance, 
their plan of care, and their choices. Peggy describes 
that “we are an advocate for our patient’s wishes. 
We will listen and empower them to make a choice 
that is right for them.” We provide information and 
additional resources like power of attorney and living 
will options, although we do not give legal advice.

Individuals typically ask questions about their 
transition from palliative care into hospice services 
for end-of-life care. We can help answer those 
questions and ease the transition. Peggy has worked 
for Hospice of North Idaho for 6 years, and has a 
heart of service for palliative care.

Pearls from Peggy:  

• Be at ease: you are not your disease. 
• Be candid about how you’re feeling and what you 

need. 
• Reserve the right to choose a quality of life that 

suits you.

November is Hospice and Palliative Care Month!November is Hospice and Palliative Care Month!November is Hospice and Palliative Care Month!

• Designate the charity of 
your choice with your Fred 
Meyer Rewards Card.  Visit 
https://www.fredmeyer.
com/topic/community-
rewards-4

Events
 December 7th, 2017 in 

Coeur d’Alene December 
8th in Kellogg: Tree Lighting 
Ceremony honoring those 
we have lost.  

 February 4th, 2017: 32nd 
Annual Hospice Wine Taste 
and trip raffl e to Monte 
Carlo and the French Riviera. 
Event and raffl e tickets at 
www.HospiceWineTaste.org



In honor of Mannie and Gladys Schneidmiller, their 
son, Gary gifted one million dollars to Hospice of 
North Idaho to further our mission. “The generosity of 
this family has been realized in the region for many 
years,” recalls Kim Ransier Executive Director. “We are 
proud to name the Hospice House, the ‘Schneidmiller 
House’ in honor of the philanthropic efforts of the 
Schneidmillers, and their living legacy.  Efforts are 
underway to create new signage for the property on 
Prairie Avenue, and create a place of honor for their 
portraits inside the House. 

 “I thought this investment 
was a perfect way to 
honor my parents.  I 
know without reservation 
that they would approve 
of my decision.” remarked 
Gary Schneidmiller. 

Mannie and Gladys were 
remarkable people who 
contributed greatly to 
our community. Manuel 
“Mannie” Schneidmiller 
passed away in 1997. 
His friends remember 
him as a kind man, easy 
to talk to, a gentleman 
and a visionary. 
Mannie graduated from 
Washington State College 
studying agronomy.  He 
served over 10 years in 
the Marine Corps earning 
a Bronze Star, Purple 
Heart and other medals for his wartime service in 

Saipan, Tinian, Tarawa and 
Okinawa. He retired as a Lt. 
Colonel.  Mannie married 
Gladys in January of 1946 
and then began a local 
farming business with his 
brother Elmer. 

Mannie’s bride of 51 years 
Gladys, was born into a 
hard-working farming family 
in northern Montana.  She 
attended Northwestern 
Business College and put 
her skills into the accounting 
side of the family business.  
She worked in the business 
for about 50 years while 

supporting Mannie’s 
various roles in civic 
leadership. 

“They understood
the importance of 
participation and to 
them good citizenship 
was not a choice but 
a responsibility,” said 
Gary. 

The Schneidmiller’s 
held successful 
businesses including Schneidmiller Brothers, 
Schneidmiller Land Company and Schneidmiller 
Partners.  They partnered with the Jacklin Seed 
Company and created the Plant Food Center in Post 
Falls. Gladys and the Schneidmiller brothers gifted land 
that would become Kootenai Health, Post Falls Center, 
and Prairie View Elementary School. 

“My parents lived lifetimes of enduring empathy 
for others.” said Gary. Mannie and Gladys received 
numerous honors including induction in to the Idaho 
Hall of Fame for philanthropy in 2016. They were 
recognized Benefactors of Washington State University 
and rarely missed a ‘Cougs’ football game.  They were 
awarded the Post Falls Chamber Presidential Award in 
1997.  Additionally, Gladys is on the Post Falls Chamber 
Heritage Hall of Fame for her lifetime of community 
service. She helped found and support the Kootenai 
Health Foundation, served educational endeavors with 
the Post Falls school board and 4-H, and founded a 
scholarship program.  She has been called a mentor by 
perfect example. 

Gary experienced Hospice of North Idaho services 
when his mother, Gladys, received hospice care in 
2015.  “Through personal experience with my mom, I 
observed the incredible sense of caring and concern 
that Hospice staff members and volunteers deliver to 
patients and families,” said Gary.  

Clearly, the two have signifi cantly infl uenced many 
people’s lives and in our community.  Gary commented 
that his parents “were committed to family, community 
and service which is exactly what Hospice is all 
about.  The people of Hospice are truly special and are 
deserving of our heartfelt thanks for the remarkable 
work they do.” 

The Schneidmiller’s generous donation was the 
largest gift to Hospice in our 35-years of service. 
Hospice is planning an unveiling of new signage 
for the “Schneidmiller House” later this fall. Anyone 
familiar with their legacy, or inspired by this family 
are encouraged to attend the unveiling. Stay tuned for 
event details.
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Hospice of North Idaho is our community’s 
only local, non-profi t hospice, serving the 

seriously ill and those touched by loss, 
regardless of their ability to pay.

Serving Kootenai, Benewah, and Shoshone Counties

How did you get the nickname “The Chefi nator?” 

I started as a hospice aide fi ve 
years ago. I’ve always looked 
up to Hospice nurses, so I got 
my CNA and I’m now working 
on RN enrollment. Chefi nator is 
a hybrid of Chef and aide. They 
know I love every role I play!

What is the signifi cance of food?

Food is a very personal, 
spiritual, and unique. It builds 
relationships. It’s cultural.  Food 
is one of the ways we comfort 
each other. Family’s show their 
love with food and its one way 
to show we care. 

What is your goal as Chef?  

To make homemade food 
accessible to visitors so they 
can give their attention to their 
loved one. To put my heart into 
it, to meet the need at any time 
of night or day, each day of the 
year. About 150 visitors were 
at the Schneidmiller House for 
Thanksgiving last year.

Where do you fi nd inspiration?

Inspiration comes from cooking 
shows, new dishes I try, and 
food blogs because they’re 
passionate about the giving of 
yourself through food.  Sharing 
food feels vulnerable because 
it’s your art and everyone has a 
particular taste. 

What moment has been your 
most cherished at Hospice?

My favorite moment was when 
I was listening to a man’s 
testimony of his experiences at 
war. He needed a person to be 
present with those stories before 
he died. It has been an honor 
to be that person for him and 
others.  That’s what I like about 
Hospice; we connect with each 
other through compassion, we 
support each other by being who 
we are. 

“Thank you Chef and CNA 
Jen DeWolf for being YOU!”

Mannie and Elmer Schneidmiller 
Photo courtesy of Alix Karen 
Hayes and the Whitman County 
Library Rural Heritage project

Hospice House Named “Schneidmiller House” 
In honor of local philanthropic family

Getting to know 

Jennifer 
DeWolf: 

“The Chefi nator” 

Jennifer DeWolf, CNA (far right)
and Head Chef at the 
Schneidmiller House

Butternut Squash Soup

Ingredients
6 tablespoons chopped onion
4 tablespoons butter
6 cups butternut squash, peeled and cubed
3 cups chicken broth
1/8 teaspoon ground cayenne pepper
2 (8 ounce) packages cream cheese
Salt and pepper to taste

Directions
In a large pot, melt the butter. Add onion and 
cook until translucent. Add squash, cayenne 
pepper, and chicken broth. Bring to a simmer 
and cook until tender, about 20 minutes. 
Puree squash and cream cheese in a blender 
or food processor in batches until smooth. 
Return to saucepan, and heat through. Do not 
bring it back to a boil. Season with salt and 
pepper to taste.
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